Every-day Life

in Japan

By Onoto Watanna
Author of " A Japanese Nightingale,™ “The Wooing of Wistaria,” etc

LL waters and women look the swme under the light of the
moon,” but ell nations do not appear the same in the
light of civilization. The West speaks of the * henthen
East, and the East with equal contempt calls the West-
erner o barbarvian.,  Bach complaing that the other is un-

civilized. 1t depends on what constitutes eivilization, Progression

and a eertain religion does not necessarily spell it

Convention walks hand in hand with auy eivilization, No nation
is unecivili which in the setual every-day living practives the
little niceties and politenesses of convention, Do nob desp o lumd
uneivilized beeanse the natives squat on their heels as they eat
their dinmers. Daintier and less barbarous the tiny bits of china
and the long slim chopsticks of the Ovient than the heavy earved
gorgeous silver of the West,

The ancient practice of arising with the sun iz still kept up by
many of the Japancse ontside the hig eities.  Tokyo, Yokohama,
even Osaka, have beeome too commercind and eosmopolitan for the
inhabitants to observe the mode of life practiced by their ancestors,
The city people rush abont with the eager brenthlessness of the
Yankee. At night they often dissipate, and sunrise finds them
sleeping hard.

A man may not deink sake till past the last hour of the night
and awsken to smile at the morning sun,  The inhabitants out-
side of the big cities, however, make up the backbone of the nation,
and these are the ones who arise with the sum.

At five in the morning shojis are pushed ullghl'l\‘ apart anid
liright faces look toway the East, * Ohuyo! Ohiyo!™ [Good morn-
ing—or more literarly, * It is morning!” | says the polite Japanese,
and bows with great friendliness and appreciation to the big vel-
low globe pushing its way upward in the sky. A murmuring of
voices runs throogh the house. Down in the kitchen the moisy
maid-servant makes herself heard. She is seolding her little army
tants, for she, the chief servant and cook, has an assistant,
v of seventeen, who in tmm has o small boy assistant, who in
turn likewise has an assistunt, o still smaller boy. The ghief
servant seolds them all thoronghly, She would like to shake more
energy into their lazy, sleepy bodies.  * Hurery! for the Oknsama
(angust lady of the house) will be down presently.” She sends
thew lonr o this way and that, one to draw and earry water,
one to prepare the dining-room, one to sweep the verandas, open
he shojis and let in the muruing sunlight und air, and she herself
s to work upon the cooking, Thus in the hours when the aver-

Western servant is hli*'}rlllh the Jupanese servants do all the
Before breakfust the honsework is done,
When the honorahle 111[]_\_' of the house descends to the honorable
down-stairs the rommns shine in cheerful morning welcome to her:
breakfast is on the lacquered trays which stamnd on feet a few
inches in height. Before she breakfasts, however, the Okusama
looks into the varipus romns with the scarching eyve of the expe-
rienced housekeeper.  If all is well she s ¥ enters the dining-
room, and herself waits upon her hnshand and parents, and pours
for them the morning tea.

The family may have been up as early as the servants, bul they
have engiged themselves in bathing, dressing, and, for o short

spell, in simply enjoying the rising sun and the early morning.
Broakfast is ready by seven, OF course where the fi canmnot
afford servants the mistress of the house, or, if she is old, her
daughter-indaw or her danghters mnst do the housework, but even
fquite poor ile keep at least one seullery-maid.

Morning conversation must always be pleasant,  How sail to
begin the day with harsh words! The wife, if she is highly bred
and fond of the politenesses of speech, will say to her hushaond,

() shikkei itashmashita,” which means, 1 heg yon to pardon
for my rudeness lnst time we met.,”  She may wol have been
the slightest vude, but she hastens thus to apologize for what might
hive been,  The husband accepts her apology with grmciousness,
in'lil observing that he too wos augustly ruade, he turns to the sub-
jeet of the tlIL\’ “The sun is honorably deigning to shine,” or,
* The honerable rain stills falls, The carth must indeed be thivsty.”
Theve is no complaint made agoinst the weather, In addressing ench
other the Japanese usually prefice @ nome with the term ** honor-
able "—in Japoaese 0.0 Go,"or @ 00" The term “* san ™ is usunl-
Iy applied after the pame.  * Sama,” o more respectful and liss
familiar term, is used to strangers.  Both words wenn about the
same as “ Mr, Mrs, or Miss,” though “san”™ in the family is
affectionnte.  * O-Haru-san ™ will say the husband, © please, an-
other cap of tea for O-Bankurpsama,” the Jatter being a friemd or
guest,

In many families the son of the house has hrought home to his
parents a young bride. At this time she is undergoing the severe
strain of attempling to win the most desired approval of her
puarents-in-law. The son on attaining his majority becomes superior
to bis mother, but she is the ahsolute ruler of her danghter-in-law,
Henee it often happens that the young wife waits upon the older
woman.  When breakfast is finished the son takes the morning
paper, a socin]l rather thun n news sheet, and glances through it
hurriedly before leaving for his work, When he has finished he
paeses it to his wife, and then it beeomes her duty to read it aloud
to her mother-in-law, o task very often tedious and trying  Bul
she is very anxious 1o Th‘uﬂe the poweriul lay, for she knows that
Tar llM|lillIlPﬂh is entirely in the hands of her mother-in-law. Buch
is the latter’s power, I.nd('(-rl that if she deems it desirable, she ean
wven divoree her son’s wife, whether the son desives it or not,
Taught to think more of the parent than the wife, he bows to the
often unhappy inevitable, Indeed, many a man bas gone away
from home on some mission and returned to find himself wifeless,
his mother having sent home and divoreed his wife in his absenee.
I believe, however, that the power of the mother-in-law is on the
wane. The life of 1he bride even under the dominion of an exaet-
ing mother-in-law is always gilded with hope. BShe prays daily
anid fervently that she may become a mother, for then she may, as
a rule, have an establishment of her own, and her position becomes
immensely elevated.  Indeed, she immediately begins to speculnte
upon her own ehanees of becoming a mather-in-dnw.  Foreigners
have expressed surprise and amusement at the ambition of Japan-
ese wirls to grow old. This is one of the reasoms. Age brings
freedom, power,

When I‘Iu.- men have taken themselves off to their various ocoupa-

: ———
| Ll e 85
et oo T - Pt
! R pECR - = =
=
\ T P i
- T i - 1 T i
- 1 ‘
! |
LR/ [ '
‘ "R .
8 1 .

Japanese Geishas wotdh their Musical fostraments

Bed-time in Jopan
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tions the women, in tnrn, begin their daily 1asks. Even rich
women find something to do. There are always children in the
family, The children are bathed and dressed, often altogether in
the family pond. Clean linen clothes are put upon them. The
Lahies are sent away with their purses, the older children to sehool,
and the little tots thal come between are psually taken in hand
by the mother or an elder sister,

The Japanese women begin to teach
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found in ber sleeve. How it got there she cannot imagine, but the
lover could tell of an obl naid or even o small beother, There
are few mothers who can Hind it in them to scold the danghter for
such econtidene She will urge upon the girl the ue of he-
coming maode: nd warn her against making any display of her
feeling, but she is fully in sympathy with the young girl, and seeveily

shoe plans to do her utmost Lo bring

the young couple together, to nse

-

their children manners when they
are as yonng as three and four
years.  They will show them how
1o sit politely on the Hoor, how to
how  gracefully, how to hold the
chop-sticks, the proper and refined
way to eat; Lhey teach them worids
ind - gpreetings  of politeness, and
finally, but not least, they instruet
hem in the first principles of pa-
smoand loyalty.  Everything
they are told eomes from Tenshi-
samia | the iperor), and when the
final  question, ** I Tenshi-sama
needs you, what will you do for
him?™" d8 pul, Lhe wnswer comes
quickly, “ 1 will die for Tenshi-
samia,”  One hour at least is given
to this first home instruction, then
thae little opes are sent out into the
gardens, where they play joyfully
together.

The morning is the busy time for
the Okusanm, When the children
Lhave been =ent out into the gardens
sho finds a few moments to give
to her young daughter. The young
girl will assist her at the tokonona,
and while thus pleasantly engaged
the mother imparts some good ad-
viee, The girl finds a moment, per-
haps, to make some shy confidenece.
Often shie confesses to the mother
what ghe would not breathe to her
futher or any one else—her love af-
fairs. For watched and guarded as

her influence with the father to ap-
proach the hoy's father with o view
to making a proposal—or obtaining
a propossl — either way,  Matches
are made for the young people by
the parents of the youth and
maiden.  Some people employ the
services of a Nakoda (muarriage
agent) where they are noi ae-
quainted  with the Ffamily with
whom they desive an alliance. Sueh
mirriages are not necessarily un
happy. The girls and hoys expeet
it to happen this way, and parents,
if they are the right sort, endeavor
wse wisely, Even if a girl is
married to a wan she has never
seen till the time of the betrothal
it may be that she has looked for-
ward to the e when her hero is
to come and claim her.  The first
man she is thus thrown in cloge
contaet with she naturally becomes
interested  in,  particulsrly so in
view of the faet that both of them
are conscious of the relution they
will soon ocenpy to each otl
do not believe in such marri
still they are not so unhappy.

There are two tasks the lady of
the ho nearly alwi PESArY
for  herself—the instruction  and
coungelling of her c¢hildren and the
gement of the tokonona | place
wr in the guest-room ). What
it eould undertake properly

W

is the young girl of good family,
still she iz a girl, and hence po-
mantic. is not permitted any
familiar association  with  young
men, but she bas a chanee to see,
amd sometimes even spenk to young men in her own circle of fam-
ily friends. Dut even if she is not given the opportunity to meet
and spenk to a young man, there is nothing to prevent her east-

ing shy glanees toward a prepossessing youih m she ¥ en-
counter when driving or walking atwoad, Her ve affairs™ are
not like those of the American givrl. Bhe eannot tell her mother

of words of passion s of tender hand-
clasps and embraces. we unknown to her, Bot she
will tell of one who pusse nsses their house, of a flower

I
placed upon her window-ledge, and sowetimes of a little love-letter

i love poured into her ears,
thin

A Japanese Mother carrying her Child on her Book

of these tasks! The Okusima
not  HII the beautiful
flowers, She sets in it

does
with
branch, one flower, or a twig from

one

a beautiful tree, It dis placed just
as it ghould be, so that all its graceful lines may show to the
best effect,  We have only two eyes with which to see. We can-
not properly admire a great many beavtifol things at onee.  Bet-
ter admire to the full one little Hower than surfet oneself with a
huge mass of them. And =o it is with the other decoration in
the tokonena, Tt is not a ecabinet full of benutiful e Tl
Jdapancse people of means and refinement keep their treasures in
a storeroom. Fach day they bring out one of them, and this is
set in the tokononn.  Every day there is a new seroll or ornament
and flower to admire. It serves, too, as an excellent subject of

4 tGathering-place wnder & Wisteria drbor
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Japiaaese Boys of Sport—the Start of a

conversation for a chanece visitor, for all these ornaments have a
history of some kind, henee their value. The visitor will politely
ask questions concerning it, and thus a sobject of conversation
wore interesting than the weather, is afTorded,

By the time the house has beén thoroughly put in order the
megt, fish, and vegetable men have vome and gone; noon is at
hand, All the members of the family are at dinner together. 1f
there is one absent from home, I his place is set awd served,
His spirit, they say, still dines and abides with them,

The noon meal i= a merry one—such good things to eat, such a
buzz of joyful chalter! A little Loy of twelve honorable years

talks with his mother. Hisg father is gone to the war, He is the
head of the family, his mother’s advise o, confidant, and protector,
Or sometimes the soft-sp : yvoung daughter-in-law e

fully abonl the room, w ¢ with solicitude upon the motler-in-
law, prepaving with her own linds the amber tes for the older
woman, and when the latter condeseends a word of commendution
she appears very gratefol.  The moth law tells her to be sented
and eat her own weal, and fnally, making sure that her mother-
in-law is thoroughly served, she modestly takes her seat,

“ A good, dutiful, modest, and gentle daughter, my son,” the
older woman will later assert, and the bride is rewarded, after
all, sinee she has pleased her husband.

The afterncon is given up to social pleasures.
of the house, attired in soft,

Often the ladies
silken omeshi, dreive abroad in their

Jinrikishas and spend the afternoon in making ealls upon friemds,
Sometimes they go to the ity on a shopping trip and come back

with their vehicle quite londed down with the pretty things dear
to the heart of & woman,

The Japanese wife and mother prefers to spend her afternoons
ut home with her children.  They all go out together, if only into
the tiny garden. Nothing in the house ean compare with the out-

“aulrace

doors.  In spring aml summer they are oot nearly all day. The
women sew and embroider under some pretty tree—a cherry,
camphor, or plum-tree, Here, their hands employed sewing, their
eves and  sen ighted by their surroundings, watching the
children playi it any wonder that the Japanese woman is
calim of soult Nature is the greatest distraction from care, they
believe, Live eloge to nature and you will forget the little bitter
nesses of life,  How happy seem the little children—even the |
legged ragged raseals of the poor. They twist like natural acro-
bats about the hamboo poless they elimb to inconceivable heights
up the trees, and eling to swaying boughs with the agility of
monkeys.  The child in the rden, with the wittehing  mother,
: kite, while lis siste ¥ battledore s :
avorite game for indo lid sugoroku.
of paper ionis little pictures are printe
wartiors or views of noted places. It s
is n simple gume, anil it tenehes the Tt
historieal characters amd places,
> month in Japan ‘II'\ its particular
mary, the month of the New-year; February, the i
stival) ; Mareh, the doll festival: April, the Iurlll(i:n of
Ii'lltlillm. the month when people stroll out for hanami (flower
pieniel, and fields and hills are tinted with elonds of cherry blos-
SO0 May, when the nzaleas are ablaze and the pienickers flock
to tl tiful gardens; June, the Temple festivals: July, the
celehral of the = Milky Way August, moonlight banguets;
Septeml the month of the Kikuznki (ehrysanthemnm) shows:
Cetober s o desolate month, for the zods are =aid to be absent.
N 1= celebrate the thivd, Gfth, or seventh aomi-
" and entertain their fricnds; December, a
month of work in preparation for the New-
(Continued on page |
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In Cherry-blossom Time—Sapanvse hacing Tea
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“Indeed 'l try,” he repeated.

Pamela's horse was brought round to the
inn door, 'Lhe dusk was coming on,

“Whieh way do you go?” asked War-
risden.

* Down the hill.”*

“T will walk to the bottom with you, The
rond will be dangercous.”

They went slowly down between the high
elder hedges, Pamela seated on her horse,
Warrisden walking by her side.  The wide
level lowlands opened out beneath them fields
of brown and green, black woods with swing-
ing boug and the broad high road with
its white woud ruils, A thin mist swirled
nernss the faee of the count in the wind
so that its every feature was softened and
magnified, It loomed dim and strangely
tant with a glamour apon it like a iy
old romanee, To Pamela and Warr
the mists wove and unwove above it, it had
a look of dreamland.

They reached the end of the ineling and
Pameln stop, ped her ]lulw

*This is my way,”
along 1|H' i |“".ll\' with her whip.

3 red Warrisden,  The road
ran straight for some distance, then erossed
1 wooden bridge, and curved out of sight
round the edge of n clump of trees. * The
new roud,” he suid, softly. * The new road
from Quetta to Seistan!™
Py a smiled,

*This is Quetta,” said she,

Wiarrisden Inid his hand upon her horse’s
neck and looked suddenly up into her face.

“ Where will be Seistun?” he asked, in o
low voice.

Pamweln returned the look frankly, There
eame u zoftness into her dark eyes. TFor a
moment she ‘let her hand rest 1(;.?1“\ upamn
his sleeve and did not speak., She herself
was wondering how far she was to travel
upon this new road,

*1 eamnot tell,” she soid, very gentlv.
Y Nor, my friend, ean you. Onl and her
took on a lighter and a whimsical tone,
ily T start alone on my new road.”

And ghe went forward into the level coun-
try. Warrisden climbed the hill again and
turned when he had reached the top.  But
Pamela was out of sight. The dusk and the
mists had enclosed her.

Ta be Continued,

pointing

\l'

Every-day Life in Japan
{Continted from page 502.)

Thus every month has its distractions
to break the monotony of the every-day
life. .

It is said that the Japanese woman is a
slave to her hushand, an npper servant of

household.  She is a very happy sluve
and her 1ol is an enviable one. The husband
takes upon his shoulders the burden of bnsi-
ness and leaves her with the children.  She
ghares in their joys and is ns IlJulh‘l‘lIL us
they, But ¢ 1° does not confide one's deepeat
Hlml‘r]nt-a one’s dearest hopes and ambitions
fo ome’s slave. One does not earnestly listen
to and heed the ndvice of one's slave; one
does nol unquestioningly give one's children
into the hands of one's slave, nor does one
cherish one’s slave as a pearl. So the Jap-
nnese woman is a very happy * slave

Before the Restoration the better - olass
Japanese esteemed it a degradation to work.
A tradesman was despised. To- day there is
hurdly 2 man of Japan who does not follow
some ecalling. The older men, the grand-
fathers, may atay at home, but the sons—the
restless, modern, progressive sons of the New
]nj!ll’l-—lrl' not happy unless employed, The
~p111[ of modern Japan is in them. They
nre as devoted to their business ps to their
homes. Bot they keep them well separated
and apart. The Japanese who can afford it
has his office the bhig eity, but his home
in the sutmrbs. During the day he is in the
i of the busy stir and whirl of the
. It about four in the aftermoon he is
¥ toward the grateful peace and
bty of his eountry home, The first thing
he does on reaching home is to bathe and
remove all the clothes he has worn st his
office or store. With the changing of his
business clothes he lays aside all thought
of businesa, In his home he finds desired
rest aud recreation. He is by nature a lover
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Two SMILES WITH
BUT A SINGLE THOUGHT

A hunting and fishing trip into
NORTHERN PAcCIFIC COUNTRY

Deer. grouse., bass. muscalonge in Minnesota; wild geese and coyotes
in North Dakota; white gowsts, elk, mountain lions, deer. bears,
grouse. troul in Montana and Idaho: elk. deer. bears. salmon,
ses bass, grouse, water-fowl in Washingtion.
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SELF-OILING
THROUGHOUT

“THEY CAN RIDE UP On R&CYLES :
WE MUST WALK UPWITH BICYCLES'
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World’s Easiest Running
Bicycle

Even a third-rate mechanic knows that more can
be accomplished with a straight, even pull between
the bearings, as {n the RACYCLE, than an uneven
pull on the oateide of the. bearings, as in all other
bicycles.

Actua! road tests demonstrate that the propelling

mechanism of the RACYCLE, when gearad to

B4, is 80 perfect as to enable it to climb hills

that are nbsclutely impossible for any other style

of bieyele, no matter how they are gearoed.
RACYCLE sales have steadily Inereased,-while
other hicycles have fallen by the way,

The history of the RACYCLE confirms {he
truth of the late Herbert Spencer’s doctrine
of " The Survival of the Fittest."

All attempts to revive Bicyele ' Has Boena™
must prove futile as long as they are bulit with

f a0 uneven pall on the outside of the bearings.

The RACYCLE can not be made cheaply, for

its Crank Hanger alope costs as much as the

selling price of an ordinary bloyele.

Write for RACYCLE 1904 Catalogue X, and Jeam
the facts. SENT FREE

The Miami Cycle & Mfg. Co.

Middietown, Ohlo, U. S. A.

A GOOD POSITION

wn [or 4 conpatent man. ]n\. difficulty I8 Lo find
e o all capncliles

is always

HAPGOODS (lnc.}
Suite 509, 309 Broadway, New York

Better live rich than die rich. Many who
skimp themselves would live rich if they had
a good policy of life insurance. Particulars
free. No importunity,

FENN MUTUAL LIFE,
g21-3~3 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.

Oamp Life in the Woodsl
By W. H. GIBSON

A book full of wooderaft and
valuable information. 16mo,81.00.
Htnstrated by the Anthor
HARPER & BROTHERS, PUBLISHERS, N. Y, |

‘With burn.
ing, itching,
scaling,
crusted hu-
maors, in-
stantly re-
lieved and
speedily
cured by
warm baths
with Currcuka Soar and gentle
applications of CuTicurA OryT-
MENT, the great Skin Cure, when
all else fails,
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of leisure, Few business mwen in Amerien
would leave their offices so early or wonld
take so many holidays, The Japunese busi-
ness man takes all the holidays he can af-
ford, He is at home mosi of the féte-
He goes with the family to see the earni
the iple, and flower festivals.

In the evening when the little ones are
snugly sleeping the wife and hosband enjoy
each other’'s company. Kach tells the other
of the vapious happenings of the day
gives her adviee concerning the children, and
she in turn advises him in matters she on-
derstands.  Often they take little moonlight
strolle together, or seck some pleasure-hooth
on @ charming river, where they sip their
sake or tea and listen to the musie of the
geishas.  Often they entertain friends at a
tea ceremony, and often are in turn enter-
tained. Clad in her most charming dress
the wife gors with her hosband to v
their friends or relatives. Always they earry
little lacquer hoxes, for to show proper ap-
preciation of the host and hostess the gnests
must either cat all placed befors them or
exrry home with them what they cannot
et

I bave written chiefly of the daily life of
the aversge Japanese of avernge 15 and
education. There are the poorer people,
whose lives are melancholy ing Yot if
ican wrote on the home life of the
18 he would not  describw life
ums. So I refrain from « hing
iful enes. TIn the big cities of Japan
people work rather than live. Many there
be who from foree of circumstan ot
afford a home in the suburbs. They are
chiefly of the laboring elass—pleasure wom-
en, such as peis and ten-honse establi
ments, sho skeepers, the families of factory
hands, jinriki-men, and &0 forth. There are,
too, many fairly well-off people who lhave
vity houses. The eity | attractions {n
many. It is not as healthful or as mnoral
as the country, but it is exeiting,  Children
play about in the open street; peaple use a
eommon public bath; young men and wonen
find their pleasures in ten honses and the-
alrez and the story-teller's halls, and an oe-
epsionn] pienie in the eountry.

Bnt a word regarding the farming peaple,
They are the hilmn\' ones, rongh and nneul-
tivated os they seem. [\u;:;_r--sl the farmer
looks, and you will hear he is poor. DBub
it is not truly so. The farmer has money
m his ragged clothes: he is prozperous in
compurigon with the working-men in the big
cities. Hp is prond too itis SO onlb
from home to make the brave army of the
X Their homes ave woarm amd com-
Look into one om o cold winter
day, You will see the family gathered about
an irvori, o (replace o eled by a wood
frame from which hangs a steaming kettle,
The red-hot chareoal yhum- warmly. The
group seem to be ¢ sing themselves im-
mensely.  The features of “these T
flat and coarse, but homest. It is hard to
realize that the round-faced, snub-nosed
woman with the baby on her back is of the
same nationality as the lady of the Yamuato
type, pure and perfeet of features,
white thin skin, small lips, dreamy ey
etraight nose, and exquisite hands, Yeb llll'
neisy rollicking laugh of the countrywoman
seems almost as gooid 1o hear ns the gentle,
melodions voice of the lady, and within the
conmtryweman's heart as good and generous
emotions stir,

Where some Famous Novels
were Written

Ax  Enplish ingquirer hing  mathered  to-

pether some interesting facts alout the birth-
places of certain  famous movels.  Mrs,
Humphry Ward's Robert Elsmere, for es-
ample, w ben in two different places,
The Ik portion, il wppers, was written
gh Farm, in Surrey, w he Intter
part was completed in Russell Square, Lon-
don.
Adam Bede was written at Richmond, Sur-
r, where George Eliot was staying, abont
1850. Here, al Marian Evans wrote her
first book, Seencs from Clevical Life.

Jakin Halifaw, Gentlepan, Dinah Muloek
Craik’s fanons novel, was composed at Dose
Cottage, Amberley, in Sussex
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