CThe Bappy Lot of Japanese Women,

Educated, Modest, and Gentle, their Home Life is Full of Charm, whil,
They Exercise a Quiet Influence in the Nation’s Progress.

By ONOTO WATANNA.

Miss Onoto Watawna is an Anglo-Japancse lady born in Japan, but
educated in this country. A1 an carly age she began her lilerary caregr
s wriler for the newspapers and magazines, bul did nol achicve any
considerable note wnlil the publication of her novel, "\ Japanese Nightin.
gale,” which brought her at a bownd among Uhe most prominent women
wwthors of lo-day. While Hving in America she did wol permil Lerself 1o
get aut of Lowel with the calm and beautiful Vife of her nalive land; lor
wndevstanding of present-day conditions e Japan and ey keen: appre.
ciation of Japunese chavacter, as shown in her suceessful book and her later

siayys on Juapancse women, prove her a vabwable authority on all matters
of importance as Uey are in the Tand of the Mikado.  The following paper
on Japanese women can be accepled as the final aword on the woman of
Japan as scen and wnderstood by vue of her own race.

BLL-MEANING leeturers hefore missionary societies have
often drawn what scemned vivid and realistie pictures
of the undesivable position of the women of Japan as
compared with that of the women of the West; and such 2
societies have sent ont yeavly a great number of their
members 1o the Bast, where they seek not merely to lift
them from the darkness of their heathendom, but to

avouse theiv minds to ization of the blessings of
their Western sisters that are denied to them.  Thus are the seeds of dis- &
content, misnamed by the missionaries ambition, sown among the women of

veal

Japan. §
To a el ndent of the conditions of the sex, both in this country ynd,_,
in the Bast, it beconn on as to whether or not all these intentions @

and atfentiol nisdiy

The position of women in Japan, as o matter of faet, is far from being
deplorable, and in many respeets is worthy of praise and respeet. I speaky &
of corrse, of the women of Japan whose white lives are open to the sharpest
N-rays of the West.  There ion of the pitiable condition of those
young women who @ild the open por but they are not the representative
Swomen of Japan, amd though, to the forciguer in Japan, apparently more in
evidence, represent the minority.

[n ihe frst place, it is a mistake to suppose
given opportunity for an cducation wood as
wir Nehool attendanee is compulsory all over th
system of Japan to-day will stand comparison w
Apart from wl she may learn in e, she I
of an education—that gentle home np-hringing which instill
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aus another kint
s into her mind




Pliota by Murhn.

Author of “4 Japanese Nightingale.”



Photo by Barion.

ONOTO WATANNA—I FOR
o

from carliest ehildhood such qualities as modesty, meekness, politeness, gen-
tleness, and filial obedience and respeet.

‘The sechwsion in which she lives is praiseworthy and admirable in many
respeets, and even her marriage to a comparative stranger to her is a far
more joyful event in her life than one would imagine.  Just because of her
maiden life of seelus not bronght into contact with the opposite
sex, and, as she is i 1d poetie by disposition, she looks
forward to meeting and eventually marrying the young man who has been
chosen for her by her honorable paren e is the first of the opposite
sex, outside her immediate family, with whom she becomes aequainted, and,
pugnant to her, she allows herself to fall in love with him.
s permitted to see him several (mu-s before hetrothal, and good parents
do not foree their children into mar that would prove obnoxious to
them.

As e woman’s life is neither narrow nor
limited.  True, whatever public spivit she may have finds its ontlet on the
platform of her home, where to her immediate family she imparts such
words of adviee, cantion, and wisdom as arve often poured from the plat-
forms of women’s elubs in Amel Her home is her elub and her children
and husband her audienee.  Her duty to her race is accomplished through

L wife and mother the Japanc
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ader eonmscl and even education of these citizens
s voice is not heard aloud in the public aff

Because a Japan-
s of the nation, he
the spivit and the

jer te!
b omat
s O ot becanse (he comntry Taeks wonien who hay

o U 4 .
e o el theiv vace along in that warch of provession which is fhe
el of the worldl.

o all the world there i no more devated hushand than a Tapanese, and
{fo him his wife is his A'nllllfu“m' as well as his most hnmble servant, In the
e capacity it is her (l»lml_n 10 sery v:uul minister to his wants, and to see
e his howe iFe is o full of tranquillity and repose that he iy wain from
Hthot strenrth with whicl he must ivd himself 1o enter upon the hattle of
liin the sreat world onfside the home. and in whose doines she may ot
{ake & P rt, save only in so far as to prepare her lord for the fray.

But is not the foundation the rock on which fhe most monnmental
metures “v'"’\" stand? - And the women of Japan constitute the foundation
sone of their conntr .

Moo mueh has heen written of the naiveté, the hewitehing coquetry and
doll-like prettiness of the women of Japan.  Too little has Deen written of
those silent. small, Drave firures that stand in the backaround of (he home
jite of Japan, and whose wentle infuenee is shown and felt in the natnre
and spirit of th

Nor, indeed,
Affer marri

life entively confined to her home.
mt social inferconrse with her neighho
friends; anel while so as it i known in the West, can hardly e s
wist save among the wives of men in the diplom
info the glare of the arena which constitutes W
bas her own civele of good friends.
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