"Movie relatives'", said a certdan Motion Picture ex-
ecutive, "are like our skin. They stick tto us."

ExerycaindinxTeot

Probably fifty percent of the employes on a Motion
picture studio lot:%iu rejat ivgof some executive GEE official
in power. The other fifty percent cncludejf among them the friends and'
friends of friends, It is in facta rare achievement to obtain a
position in a studio wi thout the necessary "pull" or rela tionahip,
To start from the top. The producers themselves seen to be possessed

of an Bnexhaustible horde of relations far and near. It is but humsnm

nature to take care of ones own first, and the Movie producer is certai

ly certainly believes in the ¢ld adage that "Charity begins at home'.
_With a large and free hand he doles out chari ty in the shape of sine-
cure jobs and otherwise to his relatives.

At Universal, itis said of the Laemmle relatives that
they are like Heingz 'Pickles . There are fifty seven (and mare)
varietyes, all of them edible. :

Carl Jr. or Junior as he called by everyone naturally
tops the list. Bexksxaxgeed xkenkingx youngs ter-of ninsteenxes
twemty He is also known as the Crown Prince, and the lMan who &miles.
fnmkeartexsmiiedwcfaet Hexdisxnigexisokingxyoungstar
He 18 a slight, delicate boy of nineteen or twenty, undersized,
nervous, excitable. Inxhkexsiender shonldersix xxHexneverx
He does everything on the run. Junior does not know what it means
t0o mark time. He 18 always hwrrying--whegher at work or at play.
Ganai:&ari;ng::'the:;faﬂ:t::thak:-;maarﬂ;;«:i\:anary..ong::an-:tha—&ﬁnx |
Brexhearsxpaghs * One must take with a pinch of salt all the extravagant

paens of praise showered upon this youngster. No grown man could




"Movie relatives" are like our




accomplish so much ir be so talented as the Puvliei ty department
" of Universal would have the world believe young Junior is. To do
him justice he is not to blame for all this ridieculous sdulation
and gervile flattery, amdxaktheugh Everyone kowtowing and scraping
and smooching. His mresence on a set createst a stir of exci temenc,
Young men and girls turn paje at his apmroach, get heart failure at a
vaxdx if they offend him, sre raised to the Seventh heaven by a word of
raise or a smile from Junior. Thikgrand cthatx

As a matter of Junior hEzxamxaversgexiEsimxxisxaExurdicaary
sanxe® could not bwkxbexzhbeww

He has a good brain---restless, imaginitive, even
creative, shrewd. Considering the attention paid him ever since
he was a boy, hfe is far less arrogant than might be expected in
8 ycuth of his age. In fact it is doubtful whether his head is turne
by all this flattery. He is just keen enough to weigh it at its face
‘value. In fine he is the son of 0ld Carl, s rare amd uni que
écul in every sense of the wordz. It is not astonishing
that Junior has the restless urge to do many things of & creative
gsort. He wants to write. He has a secret hankering to act.
He plays at supervising; he is going to direct. He balks a bit

at taking on the General managership of Univerdal City, but he has

no hesitation in telling the varicus peneral managers where they get

off at, - Hexhasroneof thexkeenestxmex He has a surefire box
office sense of the motion picture values of a story. He can write
g8 bit, If his mind were not so diverted by the thousand and one dis
tractions of the Universsal lot, ¥kx this ftalent might be devel oped
into something quite worth while. But Junior i1s playing the dille-
tante. He's a little afraid of himself. He writes the idea of a
story down---a tarrent of praise issues from all sides.' He knows thu

toat praise is not altogrther sincere. He'd give anything for




an honest sizing up of his writing. On the other hand he is

aware that nany who praise him have their tongues in their

cheeks, and that others are running around with tales that this

and that story that Junior is credited wi th writing was wx tten

for him by such and such a person. asxaxmatterxafxfaetx His !
Collegian stories for instance. The idea actually emanated

from Junior, and I myself mead his first five stories. They were

briefly sketched out but the stuff was in them. Later, other
writdrs worked om his scripts, but he has to be credited with

originating the idea and witing at least the outline of the stories.
So much for his wri ting. _ He is popular as a supervisor.

Why not? . Any picture under the supervision of Junior means
thetxgaxte the director may go as far as he liles, so far as expense

is concermed. loreover, every aid is given. A picture supervised

by Laemmle junior simply has got to be boosted on all si des.

JERERE fe really likes to work. At first it was' thought he would

just play around at Univerdal. Not so. The kid rolled up
his sleeves and got literally down to work. Not tut what he h=sx
quite agrees with the old adage that all work and no play makes Jack
a8 dull boy. Junior does 'nt intend to be dull. Therefore
he plays when he feels like it. He is a poker fiend. He
likes the ladies. He has his sprazsxamax favorite friends
and is off on sprees with them, and taken all in all he's a
regular and human sort of a kid. Not at all the phenomenal
genius they tell him he is; buta likeable, goodlooking, fun loving
youngster, whose greatest handicap and greatest asset is that he
is the son of Carl Laemmle.

I remember a few years ago---three--~ en route to tie
coast with Mr. Laemmle, that he expressed some concern ag to his boy's

future. He said that for several years both of his children,




Rosabelle and Junmior had been brought up to know every angle of
the Motion Picture business.

'Every night" said Karl Laemmle, "Itake home with me,
all the letters, memos &c. and mychildren read and go over them
with me. I don't know what I'd do without their advice".

At that time Junior was about sixteen and Rosabelle
a few years older. It has been said that Rosabelle has one of the
ganest most level heads of any girlx in Hollywoed. She discounts
all the adulation and fame and attention showered upon her; takesx
peoptaxatxiheirx has a disconcerting gift of sixing people up, and
comes to $he keenest shrewdest conclusions. which she passes along to
her famous father: Re maining in the background, seemingly content
vith the social lifa, a charming chatelaine of their magnificent
home ---a domain of the Spanish sort--- Rosabelle kwmwsxx is the silen
but very significant partner of the Universal. Carl Laemmle
has hundreds of advisers and important peogle in executive positoobs
buu he values most and goes by the advice of the pretty, quiet,
almost diffendent little personage who o effieiently runs his home--
and his business.

There is something acmost pathetiec and touching o
in his reliance-upon his daughter's ju&gment. Many stories are told
in regard to Carl Laemmle's reference to Rossbelle's opinion.
Pronabiex Once when a story by a famous author was recommended,
it ms rejected by lr. Laemmle as "Out. Can't be mucgh. Rosabel le

never heard of it'". After that the story department always

(in whispers) would say: "Sc you suppose Rosabelle ever heard of it?

Laemlle's mephews are reputed to be legion. Thats
a myth however. He only has three or four. There is 8ddie, the

Eddie Laemmle, son of his oldest brother, who has had to fight every .




_inch of the way up to his mesent secure position as one of the shlest
directors of Univ rsal. No sinecure job was handed Eddie.
Eexhx& Uncle gave him a place at Universal, it is true, but
smaller pay than any other man doing the same work. On and
on he plodided, working against serious odds, and presently
the trade 'became aware that pictures directed by Eddie Laepmle
were always sellers. Eddie had hit the box office.xumithx
They who had laughed at him laughed wi th him. They who had doubted
and scouted him, now began to regard vi th 1‘especf the little
plucky nephew of Wnecle Carl.
rmathexrznan
Then there are Ixmzxx the brothers BErnet and
Wlal ter Laemmle, sons of another lza'other- of Carl Laemmle. They
have uxﬁ the thick accent of the homeland, nd quite old world manner.
Heels clicking together, as they bow from the waist down. Well edu-
cated, cleancut nice boys, with considerable "talent. Of Walter little
ca’ be said, as he vas Emkyxmx¥kx such & short while in this country.
Stnst was beginning to make & real place for himse]f. Hexbekongedxin
dxzmk A protegee and yupkXxzufx disciple of Lubitsch, Efnst was
forging ahead on his own account, being entrusted with the directing
of some of the best of the Universal pictures. Bty
Then one day Ernst v;ras in a bad automobile accident. For months
he was ccnfil_‘led to the hogpital, his hand amputated and injured
in othrr pa;."ts. A few months ago Ernst returned to his native
There are Willie and Bob Wyler. Nephews once or twice
removed. Willie is a director and a good one. Bob is a
supervisor. Bf theres a touch of genius and madness in any
member of -the family, it comes out in Bob. From the time when

he delivered the baccalaureate sermon in his gradnating year at

the Sorbonne in Paris, Bob has been leaping up at the stars.




Hexksxk

Still in his early twenties, he has done some outstanding work as

a supervisor, but his brain seethes with plots mmax for stories.
He will tramp up and down like some driven thing. his hands gestic;i-
l1atong, as story after s tory poure from him, The BEy)ikngx cruel part
ié his ipability to set down in witing what is in his head.
Or rather not inability, but fear. He is afraid of his own
power. He can tell a story, so he says, but he canpot write it,
Some day, he will take pen in hand and write with letters offire.
He is like a highbred colt straining at his leash.
Paul Kohner is generall reputed to be a relative,

but Paul ieli merely 8 very good friend of the family. Mr. Laemmle
brought this young executive to Universal from his home in
Kohner acquired an extrsordinary influence over Mr. Laemmle from the
first, and has been held in the highest esteem by him, Kohner
has been advanced from one position to another, till at the present
time he is in charge of all Universal's affairs in Europe.
He is engaged to{be married to Universal's lovely young star, lMary
Philbin. !

The head of the casting office is a Laemmle relative .
He is Vic tor Nordlinger.

One must not forget the Stern brothers, or the Gold Dust
Twins as they have been ni cknamed. They are brothers-in-law to
Mr. Leemmle, and large stockholders in the Universal, They
are never u%X far from the o0ld General, and their sister lirs.
7l eckles has lohg been chaperon and favorite amt of Rosabelle,

the motherless girl
and has given her a mother's care.




Be th Laemle might be called the Cinderella of the
family. Beth is the daught r of Carl Laemmle's oldest
br other. She lives with her Irish motier and Jewish father
in a tiny little very humble bungalew adjoining the Universal
lot. Beth is pretty and btlonde, with a 1ittle snub nose
and bluebell eyes. Theyx Shexdksoaxdanserchycprafesskenycink
sitheughx  Although a "Premiere danseuse" by profess on,
she lives the life of a 1little retiring nun, and is very much
under the skmdex patriarchal shadow of the Laemmle millions,
in which neither she nof her parents share. OfxmEmEx
The family have always dependents upo the bounty of Uncle C

Carl. Perispsiingkax The Laemmle relatives are disposed

to look somewhat sskance at this branch. Beth is tle oqueer

1ittle unwanted duckling that somehow hatched out under the
Laemmle wing. Shmx Her motler, a quiet, retiring sort of
woman keeps in the silent background. Her fa ther has for a
number of years been blind. Beth presents a rather
extraordinary contrast to the kkwexxaffimemitx Rosabelle

Beth in her h mble 1li tt1e cottage and her made over

dresses presents an odd contrast to Rosabelle iIn the gorgeous
manor house in Beredicti Canyon. Rosabelle, with her dozens
of ser vants, the score of yung men, with one eye on

papa Laemmle, and one on Rosabelle, dancing in attendance.
Rosabelle with her Zikmemk spor t roasdsters and limousines,

her chauffeurs and maids and her girl friends whose father's
millions mateh those of Unele Carl's. Beth, on the
other hand, cooks )and keeps house for her parents, between the
periods when éhe can get a dktxwf an engagement as a (iancer

or is fifen a "bit" to do in a Universal picture.
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If Beth md not been born a Laemmle it is ouite
possib;e that she might have gone far in her chosen profession.
Not conly is quaintly pretty, but she is a charming dancer.
Someone seeing her dance, exclaimed: "The trouble with that girl
lies in the fact that she does'nt let e rself go. She's
repressing the best in herself. She 8 eems to be afraid of
herself. She ought to kick lcose". Maybe someday Unecle
Carl's little Jewish Irish rose c¢f a niece will "kick loose".
Tis al consumma tion devoutly to be wished. Incidentailly,

Beth is a half sister of Eddie Laemmle, but theres no Irish in
Eddie. Imxaxratisr shame facedcway<Eddiks In point of fact
Eddie does'nt know whether to be ashamed or proud of his Irish

relatives.
erxthexlletro Goldwym lot

At Metro Goldwyn, where Louis B. Mayer rules the
poost, the Mayer rejatives are not very much in evidence.
Etxixxiruexthatrseversl A couple of nieces, a nephew or two,
a brother and maybe & distant cousin or so hold their positions
not so mueh by grace of Louis B. Mayer, but because of
themrit of their work. Truz no doubt, to stat with
the jobs were made for them. Why not? With.Unecle Louis B.

at. the head of the big producing company, why should.he not give

empleyment to his 'poor relatives" as well as to strangers?

However, o sinecure places were made for layer rejatives.
Exxakernx  WEticcaimeskx No partiality; no favori tism
In fact it is well known fact that a Mayer relative is expected

to work harder for less pay than a stranger wuld receive.




I xirriinyer

Al,ost grudgingly !r Mayer has given his relatives

employment. He would mefer to keep t e family off the
3.0 . Hexmxuidzgkan His generosity toward his relatives
away from the studio lot is well known. Eegtxenly HMr, Mayer
He and his wife and daughters are aljways devising ways and
means of making his relativew more comfortable, and of. s owering
favors and gifts upon themn. But as for Jjobs on the Metro lot.
Thats anotler matter-—-_one tha't makes Louis B. shake his leal.
Eayer=z is old fashioned in his ideas for his T
A8 head =zmik of the family, he govemms all of the relatives
with an almost mili tary patriarchism. As chieftain of fthe
clan he has a g8y in everything they do. ThexzikrE X mEsE
He would @ efer the women of his family to remain at home.
Why should they go ow work? Whati need of a career? He
is gble and willing to give them generous allowances.
And as for marrisge---Louis B. will have something to say in
the choice of their husbands. His displeasure is not something
any of the family care to cultivate. When Ruth Cummings,
his niece, eloped with a good looking youngster, she returned
to facenot the wrath but the cold and f ozen ignoring of her
by her uncle. Ruth was one member of the family vho believed
8he could gang her ain gait. A girl of excepticnal talent,
BEEkaX mere socidl life did not sapmal tp her, and She grew
restive under the too governing eye of her uncle.

If Ruth has made a reputation as one of the best
title writers in the industry, it is not because of anyboost

or hoist she has had as the niece of Louls B. Mayer, but in spite

of that relationship. Her gister indeed---10 tzl Cummings--




has found the relationship almost a handicap. Mitzi is
as pretty and peppy as & little gypsy, and she is wild to
for & career on the stage or in pictuues. Easy---wi th her unele
President at WMetro? Not by a long shot. M tzi, thoufhn
she has played in a score of pictures has never been allowed
to get out of the extra rank, Smar ting under what she
imagined who be discrimination against her by supervisors and
directors, Mitzi sought'other studios, applying for work
over another: name. Here she fared better, was even making
8 bit of headway, when--as always-- it would be discovered she
was Louis B'S niece. Then the word wuld go out:
"If ghe's any good, why does'nt Metro give her a break”.
Once at Universal, when she applied for =
eZrtain part, she was met with this flat query from Henry Hemig-

gon:

"We'll give you work if Metro will take on Beth Laemmle

In other words Universal were willing to swap &
Laemmle for a lMayer.

Finally dejected and dissapointed, Mitzi gave over the
unequal struggle. . She vas too restless a sprite howeber
to remin at home. $he studio had a fascinatiin she
could not resist. ¥rgiexxmexcozexadxknio Her uncle's Tface
was set against her continuing to work as an extra. Inducepents
were offered jfitzi---a temptins allowence, a trii
abroad--wnat .*-.aould you' Mitzi replied with -tears, and
a passionate insistence th&t they were trying to freeze her out.
Thexfiknx A compro mise resulted, with Mitzi given a

secretarial position on the lot. cBu koo g iref Louis

B released a sigh of relief. He hoped IMitzi would now be gatis-




fied. Inxtimexihexgie Mitzi who is something of a magnet

so far a s boys are concermed, would no doubt soon be married.

Louis B. had her promise that she would not elope 88 her

sister had done, and though he did'nt relish her working

at lietro, still what could you do with a girl-creature who

was three parts elf? Mitzkxeatdastkad=snapoy® Hetxgex
The solution is not.

wholly a satisfactory omr. It is guite possible that

Louis B. did not take into considersation the r eluctance of

dire tors or scenario writers or executives to have as a

gecretary the niece of the President b b i

It makes me hot under the collar" says litzi, "to see them

lower their voices when I pass, or look at me 8.31:&1‘108. I‘hey.

think I'm a sort of spy. That I'11 run and titti1e tattle this

or that to my uncle."

The angry tears sparkled in the girl's bright eyes.

"Oh well said she, whistling to ccver her feelings”
"I should worry. Its 811 in the day's work".

Jack Cummings, lrotler of Ruth and Mi tgi and nephew
of Louis B. possesses more than the average amunt of the
family brains. Jack is in charge of one of the unites on the
Metro q0t. It hed not been 2ll easy sliding for Jack.

He has had to watch his step, and guard his tongue. Someone
once remarked that if Jack made any false mistakes, tried to
Ritz snyone on the lot, Louis B. would be the first to

have his head off, He is a well liked. sunny natw ed young
fellow. with a wide sense of mmor and an ability to take
punishment.

ThEx ok nes < famicky




The mother of these up and coming young Cummings
is the only sister of iouis B. Mayer. His fondness for her,
his generosity and kindness has made him mare or leds of an
idol to lirs. Cummings. She has no hesitation in expatiating
upon all he has done for her.

"Iy brother gave me this beautiful house---
everything we have. Hesxwidte xxoxsxxiayerx My brotier's
wife is the noblest and sweetest woman in the world. She
can't do enough for me. My brotler's daughters---have you
met them? Ah! is'nt Bdith a beauty? And Irene---did you
know she is to sing ¥mx@xx at the Metropolitan in New York.
Such 2 marvelous voice. You must hear her. And such
swaetx darling girls--so unspoiled and human and real.

Let me tekIxyumxwhztxXxrene Show youfwhat Irene brought over
this morning? Ixasmax I simply renarked how pretty
that cos tume was she was wearing. She went right out and
had it duplicated for me? There never was a lovelier
family. "

Pet lMrs,. Cummings started on her brother and her

trother's family and there is no stopping her. Even her own

children must talke gsecond place.

Finally there is Louis B. liayer, sr. That is to say,
the father of Louis B. and !rs., Cummings. An pld Hebrew schol-
ar, midyxkimt an infinitely wise, infinitely kind old
. man of culture, who ksxmxphikesaphax has th broadest sort of
*hilosophy and religion by which to gévern his declining years.
"Life" says old Mr. Mayer, "is 1like a great wheel, slowly

turning. Alwhys remember, when you are under the wheel,

that sooner or later it must turn, and you will come up




with the tyrn of the wheel".

They xxre begimmingx

Little more than a year asgo, they nrsed to refer to
the Warner brother with a laugh, and sonme Joking mery as
to that theatre that would arise in another decade. The
Warner boys were butt of evexy foolish joke on the loose tongues
of smart alecks in the colony. I remember well two Universal
banquets where the Warners were pilloried, both in wise cracks
in speeches, and in little plays and motlon pictures, and a

I was at another Laemmle banguet, where Jack Warner gave one

of the most biting speeches in retort, impaling his tarmentors

with his wit and sarcasm.

NEWX ENEXEX NS XER

Now when they dllude to the Warners 'in Hollywood
it is with the most profound respect: They are called
"The Amazing Warmers". They have set everyone by the ear.
They have caused almost a revolution in the imdustry. It
is the fa rners who knocked tradidiion into & cocked hat,
and overnight caused an upheaval by conming with the First
Talkies.

The Warner relatives are many, and they stand shoulder
to shoulder. Hack and Harry and Sam and Abe and Izzy and
Moe and the rest, whatever one does is " 0.K. to the other.
Then there is one shining star among them. True she is but

a Warner by blood, but the family take a special pride

iJ Lina Basquette, widow‘of their brother Sam.




If Louis B. lMayer is reluctant to have members of his
family working on the Metro lot, Irving Thalberg does not share
his sentiments. Not that here are many Thalbergs on the lot,
._but such as are there are sitt ng pretty. Sylvia Thalberg for
inétance, whosSe name is planted upon many a screen play as the
gcenarist, regardless sometimes of whetherx who wrote the
script or not. We will grant Sylvia's ambition as s
scenarist, but it is not good sSportsmanship on herpart
to take the credit for amotier's work, and this charge has
been laid too often at hexr door.

Recent]l r Sylvia was marrued to gne
at that time holding a minor position at Ifetro, and since
elevated to the important post of supervisor. Now various
members of the Weingarten clan are holding down pesitions of mare

or less importance.

Another team of brothers are the JSeiznicks.
Myron and Davy. Dawve is a suparvisor on the Maous
Players lot and lyron conduéts an agency for players and
writers. An ideal arrangement exists between the brotlers.
and which appears to be entirely satisfactory to the
Paramount organitation. Thersxkz<a great rush
anong the Myron's elients sre always sure of a berth
at Paramount.

'Every second man or woman at Tiffany Stahl is related

to Mr. Hoffman or Mr. Stahl” said someone with utmost solemnity.

One of thebest examples of what rejationship will
do is what happened to John when he married Colsen

Moore. John was a publicity man at that time, and Coleen




rag simply phenomens
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iolm's rise after that
he |

a% s He went up in leaps and bounds, toll pesently he sat

in the autocratoe chair of General Manager of FPirst Hational.

Delille does not go in for "relatives'.soc much

ag '"friends". Jeanie lMacPherson owes her start
to De lille. For years their friendship has been a matter

pf the sort of Belasco and Leslie Carter, Some folks say

dellille believes in hareng &c




