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CAME TO WRITE “CATTLE”

WINNIFRED EATON REEVE nario editor, and he wrote that he

(Onoto Watanna) considered by “Cattle” the “very hes
A I.THOUGH my novel, “Sunny- ‘ script that has come into this office
san” wans the first work by me e : k208
published after 1 had come to . N MADy &nd many s day.
live In Alberta, I concelved and | Story Accepted !
wrote “Cattie”™ as a scenarlo neariy! You may be sure that after readi iz
two years before “Sunnyv™ appeared.! that letter I rode home literally on

My main character “Bull” Langdoen ajr. There followed a lengthy corre-
was hack in my mind for a long time | spondence between Mr, Carr and mv-
before I put him on paper. He was  self He wrote me that “all of us
there bhefore 1 had any definite plot, | here hope that Mr. Griftfith will sece
a great brute-man, dominated by his | hisa way to doing “Cattle' and that
passion for cattle—the human proto-! he helieved it wonld prove “a world
type of his own prize bull | tipper of the cattle country.” Also

At this time we were living on our that he personally believed 1 woula
cattle ranch in the foothills of the | “blaze the trall for a new type- of
Rocky mountains. We have a won- | westerm story” and so forth and se
derful place there, end we were run- | On. |
ning several hundred head of cattle.| _Despite the fact that Mr, Griffit
| rode dally., Sometimes riding alone ave me no  personal vesdict, Mr
for hours over the hills or into thoi Carr's judgment buoyved me up. Soon
utteriy sllent woods, and 1 would! after this “Sunnyv-san” was-publishea,
come out into the grazing lands. there | #0ld as a book, for the stage and for
were the cattle and the horees; .nd{ motion pictures, and [ went on to
sometimes | rode with our men and New York for a business trip. In
brought In “bunches” of cattle, and | New York, Elizabeth Marbury, who
{ wouid help at the round-ups. ' had read my “Cattie” and three other

Then 1 heard the story of a young ' scenarios of Canada 1 had also writ
English girl, and of the fate that be-  ten, said to me: “Got to it.  Yomr
fe!l her at the hands of a bruta!  Canadian stuff is away ahead of any
rancher. This story automatically | thing you have done in Japanese

connected ftself with my “Ball" | storiea™ |
though the Bull's character was Back T came to Alberta, and I
drawn from no one man I knew. He | leaped at the work of writing “Catile”
wWas a composite of several types | | A8 a novel., It literally ponred ou!
had met in both the States and Can< | of me. I could not set the wards
ada. down swiftly enough.

One day I made a rough outiine ot The manuscript had an eccentric
the plot I had in mind. Then I re- | career in publishers’ offices, It acted
wrote it, in detall this time. When [ | ilke a bombd in one or two places One
was through I perceived that I had a New York publisher wrote me tha!
full synopsis for what I then thought it had caused more heated discussion
would make a play. Neverthelees [ and argument than any manuscrip’
wWAS not sure of my etory, ‘and 1! that had been in their affice for yvears
argust with myself: " Certain of the staff were for it. The

“This will never do. No publisher sales end were against It
tz'lll‘ d:;rl; tf&‘tnuvh it, and so forth. More Advice
And, defending: . o -

“There's nothing dad in my story.| Annt!':er wrote me a It.‘ urnfum and
Truth is never bad. Certain elemen- fatherly letter. (He was an —
tal tacte of life Yo itroper o s fnr[ frilend). He deplored the subjiect |
‘he atnr\'-wriier an woll a8 the Pey- ' had chosen: he thought that my life
| ' “radty ' ' in Alberta was ruining me in a liter.
cholog!sts, Some of the Egreatest ary way and he said that “Cattle” w
books would never have been written ) - - - wprgiye. -
had their aut™ rs not possessed cour- l B WAR'E BUSJct. ARdther man erged

2 A ¢ Wi P | me to choose a more popular theme
a'.. ‘an o S for a first novel of Canada, and fo)

Cattle” was then atill in svnopsis Py o
form. but very detatied. 1 decided ts low it with “Cattle, Une publishe

' .it ; v ]' o g o1 wrote: “It s one of the most hrutal
SUbDmMIt It anonymously to two LM} ... .iee I have ever read. I could not
(‘Ompnnlel. the Famous })l‘yer. and ut 1t down 1111 1 had finlshed it |
the D W Griff'th Company. I aimed | 2o 0 S0 3 e ahoer hratalliv s
high from the first. | gripped me; hut its sheer hrutallty i

ianUl. and renders the bhook lmpos-
Follows Advice y l"lﬂoh:gr publication.”

Meanwhile Mr. Murray Gibbon and/ tWo tentative accepiances-
Arthur Stringer \'lsitedy me at our| that is, they would publish my bhook
ranch at Morley, and I told them °n certain conditions. n total revision,
u)n‘eth]n‘ Of my ‘tOr}'. Arthu: in One case aﬂd In an()ther the ti(‘-up
Stringer advised me not to try to| of several of my future books.
“come back" 'lth A C‘nadi‘n ‘.tOrY. I fo”n"fd at lpﬂ.ﬂt the fld\'lf't‘ ‘1{
He .aid: "l)on't 10“'0 vour Jap‘ne.e omne Ot th' fh'ml. I WPOt_e a ‘(‘.'hPPrflll

‘tales too suddenly. When you are|Story of the ranching country, and
re-established, then try a Canadian While "Cattle™ was being considercd

novel." by the publishers of New York, |
(1 had not written for more than Wrote "Cheerio” [ named it "Among

five years). those Missing.” but the motion pie-
S0. while “Cattle™ was out at the ture manager who acoguired the rights

film companies, 1 followed Arthur| !0 it chunged the title (with my con-
Stringer's advice. 1 went to town. sent) to Lhee"r{o. v . p
shut myself up In a room, and In five Meanwhile “Catt e. was well re-
weeks [ wrote my “Sunny-san.” ' celved in England, where it was lin-
worked especilally hard and absorb- mediately accepted by the KEnglish
edly, because just prior to this 1 had| house of Hutchinson & Cnmpar}a, and
e e sy | Samadias Are o Hodier & Fouh
18y wrote a long letter. ey § | ' SRR B .'
“You l;:..u ve al t;;er}- real hand dgrlpplngt f’on“,:;rt‘llo:eg ‘:nc;&l:t :\u 't'fu 'L :‘1“311;_‘\:‘
narrative, w strengtnh and screen | v v -G Mg S, 4
drﬂ.n]a'" hllt thp}* al'o declared th‘t{ (‘“)’. Who Wlll 'll:ll\? tt ‘t.h!‘ilr”f.; <t l”lh;
my situation of the betraved heroine| llcation for 1824 ‘Cattle” was &
was impossible for the screen. last disposed of. *
I said: "“That's that,” rolled my

manuscript up and chucked it Into a
drawer "1 had had no reply from| GERMAN LOSES HOME, THEN JOB

Griffith. MUNSTER, Dec. 17.— Prof. d Ester,

1 had been back at the ranch about  one of the few lecturers on journalism
three months when one day I rode!in German universities has been com-

over afier the mail to Morley, an In-| pelled to abandon his work 1in 1the
dian trading post seven' miles from | university here. Hlg &welling house
our ranch. 1 could scarcely believe| fell down and he was unable te -
-my eves when [ read that first letter|tain living quarters through the
from the D. W, Griffith CTompany,| housing commission,

Ine. It was signed by Harry Car, sec-
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